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DISCOVERY CHARTER SCHOOL 

Protecting your Students’ Rights: What to Do if ICE Shows Up at Your School 

(www.mneep.org) 

 

Verify Legal Authority 

If ICE or other law enforcement officials arrive at your school, it is essential to verify their legal 

authority before granting access to school grounds or student information. 

Although the Trump administration rescinded the “safe zone” policy, schools remain protected 

under the Fourth Amendment, which prohibits unreasonable searches. 

Under this protection, ICE must present a judicial warrant signed by a judge to access school 

grounds or obtain student information. 

However, not all ICE documents meet this standard, so it is critical to carefully review any 

paperwork they present. 

1. Ask to See a Judicial Warrant. 

A judicial warrant is a formal written order issued by a state or federal court, such as a 

“Minnesota State Court” or a “U.S. District Court,” and signed by a judge or magistrate. It 

authorizes law enforcement officers to make an arrest, a seizure, or a search. 

This is different from an “administrative warrant” that ICE or other officers might present as 

granting them authority on school property or other school-centered locations. 

2. Confirm the Validity of All Documents  

Ensure it is a judicial warrant signed by a judge. (This NOT the same as an administrative 

warrant or ICE form). 

Look for clear indicators: 

 Judge’s signature 

 Date 

 Specific authorization 

Verify specific details in the judicial warrant: 

 The warrant has the correct full name of the student or person in question. 

 The warrant is for the exact location.  

 The warrant applies specifically to your school grounds and the student named. 

3. Document & Clarify  

http://www.mneep.org/
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Be sure to write down the following for reporting purposes: 

 Agents’ names 

 Badge numbers 

 Agency affiliation 

 Time, date, and details of the request 

4. Decline Administrative Warrants 

An “administrative warrant” is a written document issued by a federal agency, such as the 

Department of Homeland Security (DHS) or Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) that 

authorizes a law enforcement officer to make an arrest or seizure under the agency’s authority. 

Key Limitations of Administrative Warrants: 

Schools are NOT legally required to comply with search or enforcement actions on school 

grounds based solely on an administrative warrant. 

Access to school property or student information requires a separate judicial warrant signed by 

a judge. 

Responding to Administrative Warrants: 

If presented with an administrative warrant or ICE form (e.g., I-200 or I-205), you have the 

authority to clarify: “This is not a judicial warrant and does not provide legal authority to 

access school grounds.” 

 

Schools are safe spaces, and educators have a responsibility to protect students from harm and 

safeguard their personal information. This includes responding appropriately to potential ICE 

actions while upholding students’ rights under federal law. 

PROTECT STUDENT SAFE AND PRIVACY 

1. Keep Students Safe 

 Maintain a Calm Environment: 

Stay calm and reassuring to prevent panic among students and staff. 

 Escort Students to Safety if Needed: 

Assign staff to accompany students to a safe space if there is a perceived threat or ICE 

presence. 

 Prevent Direct Interaction with ICE Agents: 

Do not allow ICE agents to approach or remove students from school grounds. Any 

requests should be referred to the administration or legal counsel. 

2. Safeguard Student Information 
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Understand Privacy Protections: 

The Family Educational Rights & Privacy Act (FERPA) prohibits the release of a student’s 

immigration status, personal records, or identifiable information without proper legal 

authorization, such as a judicial warrant signed by a judge. 

Refer ICE Requests to Legal Counsel: 

If ICE requests student records or information, direct them to the district’s legal counsel or 

designated point of contact. Do not provide any information directly. 

Notify and Activate Crisis Response Protocols  

 Inform School Leadership 

 Immediately notify the principal or the administration. 

2. Follow Your School’s Crisis Response Plan 

 Activate Protocols: 

Ensure staff are aware of their roles and responsibilities in managing the situation.  

 Heather Lines and Maria Ramos – Law Enforcement direct contact 

 Coordinate with Legal Counsel: 

Consult the district’s legal team to ensure actions align with students’ rights and federal 

guidelines. 

 Provide Accurate and Accessible Communication: 

Share updates with families that are legally compliant, culturally sensitive, and 

reassuring. Use multilingual communication channels to reach all families effectively. 

3. Designate a Point of Contact: 

Identify a staff member or team to handle inquiries from families and the community, ensuring 

clear and consistent messaging. (Heather Lines and Maria Ramos) 

4. Reaffirm Your School’s Commitment 

Communicate clearly to students, families, and the community that your school is dedicated to: 

 Protecting students’ educational rights. 

 Maintaining a safe and inclusive environment for every learner. 

 Honoring immigrant and EL students by supporting their needs, celebrating their 

aspirations, and fostering their success. 

 

 

 

https://studentprivacy.ed.gov/ferpa
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RESOURCES:  

https://www.mneep.org/toolkits/creating-safe-supportive-schools-for-immigrant-and-english-

learner-el-students/#1734819486238-3fc6b497-a226 

Immigrant Children and Youth 
  
Creating Safe & Supportive Schools for Immigrant and English Learner (EL) Students - 
Minnesota Education Equity Partnership 
  
Immigration_Q-A_Handout.pdf 
 
 
 

https://www.mneep.org/toolkits/creating-safe-supportive-schools-for-immigrant-and-english-learner-el-students/#1734819486238-3fc6b497-a226
https://www.mneep.org/toolkits/creating-safe-supportive-schools-for-immigrant-and-english-learner-el-students/#1734819486238-3fc6b497-a226
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/ESEA/t3/imm/
https://www.mneep.org/toolkits/creating-safe-supportive-schools-for-immigrant-and-english-learner-el-students/#1736803391640-fd893722-6664
https://www.mneep.org/toolkits/creating-safe-supportive-schools-for-immigrant-and-english-learner-el-students/#1736803391640-fd893722-6664
https://educationminnesota.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Immigration_Q-A_Handout.pdf

